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STARLIGHT AND THE SPECTRUM 


Tur Astronomy sEcTIoN, which gains new members each month, will hold 
its next meeting at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, December 10, in the Student Lecture 
Room. 

Leon Salanave, Planetarium lecturer, will discuss “The Spectrum and the 
Analysis of Starlight.” After the program, weather permitting, telescopes will 
be set up on the roof for observing. Members possessing good binoculars or 
portable telescopes are invited to bring them. 

Guests are welcome. 


PD Wins Awarp 
“Pactric Discovery’ was awarded a Certificate of Excellence for its May-June 
issue which was entered in the 1952 Magazine Show. The show is held each 
year by the American Institute of Graphic Arts. 
With the current issue, PD has completed five years of publication. 


STUDENT SEcTION Reports 
Tur Srupent section’s fall program is now well under way. Seniors, ages 
15 to 21, have been meeting each Tuesday, and Juniors, ages 10 to 15, each 
Saturday. 

Recently the Seniors took a two-day trip to Point Reyes where, according 
to their report, they found “a treasure house of wildlife.” Plans are now being 
made for visits to the Ralston L. White Estate and to Moss Beach. Two nature 
trails have been made at the White Estate, and Section members are now plan- 
ning a nature camp to be built there. They hope to get this project started next 
summer, 

New Members 
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS were elected by the Council at its meeting of No- 
vember 13, 1952: 
STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 


REGULAR MEMBERSHIP Pastity MEMBERSHIP 


Mr. Max Barash 
Mr. Henry Verdelin 


Dr. Jocl Gustafson Carl Anderson 
Mr. Marshall Levis Charles Cushner 
Mr. Edgar D. Morgan Michael Eagleton 


Mr. Salem J. Rice James Hammill 
Mr. Albert O. Schlichtmann Emil L. Henricks 
Mrs. Dudley Tait Cathy O'Brien 


Mr. Robert Woodford Kelly J. Schaddy, Jr. 


Gerrie Sweeney 
Herbert Weiner 


CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 
San Francisco 18, California 


Please send my gift of Pacific Discovery (_] Regular Membership (] (check one) for one year, to 


NAME a aed pe ce nr ce ec pee pt i cb air eg ieee 
ADDRES eee, ee = a ee oe ct Peres iy, : : 
Chie s meee, fsce. ee ee ee ee 2ON Boe en RESTATE SS i sce ea eS 
I enclose check for $_..... veseeeeeeeeeeeeee-e- (PD only, $3.50; Regular Membership, $10.00) 


Enclosed find list of other names_.---... Send gift announcement in my name.......... 
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December Announcement 


Tue recutar DeceMBER MEETING Of the California Academy of Sciences will 
be held at 8 p.m. Thursday, December 4, in the Morrison Auditorium in the 
Academy Hall of Sciences, Golden Gate Park. Robert C. Hermes, artist and 
nature photographer, will present a color film: 


“BONAVENTURE DIARY” 


The red sandstone cliffs of Bonaventure Island are inhabited by one of the 
largest bird colonies on the North American continent. Lying three miles north 
of Gaspe Peninsula in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the small island is a perennial 
host to hordes of crying, wheeling sea birds—gannets, kittiwake gulls, murres, 
and puffins, Vast numbers of pure-white gannets, with their black-tipped wings, 
crowd the cliff ledges, bowing and curtsying in their courtship dance, On the 
beach crabs bury themselves in the sand, and colorful starfish can be seen be- 
neath the surface of the water. 


Hermes, who studied at the Art Student’s League, New York City, became 
interested in photography in 1930. Some of his first films were of insects, and 
their tremendous popularity led him to continue in the field of nature pho- 
tography. His photographs have appeared in magazines throughout the coun- 
try, including Life and National Geographic. He was chosen by the Royal 
Ontario Museum as official photographer on their Ungava Crater Expedition. 


His lecture is given under the auspices of the National Audubon Society. 
The public is cordially invited. 


Bay SHRIMP 


THE SMALL, DELECTABLE sHRIMP, Crago franciscorum, that abounds in San 
Francisco Bay is currently the subject of a survey being conducted by the Cali- 
fornia Academy of Sciences. 

The work is being done by the Academy for the State Department of Fish 
and Game as part of a survey on forage fish and invertebrates which are a basic 
part of the food supply of important food and game fish such as striped bass. 
San Pablo Bay and both arms of San Francisco Bay are being studied. The 
survey is being made by Kenneth F. Innes, research biologist, under the direction 
of Dr. Earl S. Herald, curator of aquatic biology. 
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An analysis is being made of catches of shrimp from trawlers in San Pablo 
Bay and from Chinese shrimp nets in South San Francisco Bay. Food fish catch 
records kept by the Department of Fish and Game during the last sixteen years 
have also been studied. In addition, laboratory experiments and observations 
are determining the significance of temperature, salinity and nature of the 
bottom. 


Dr. MILLER Visits PorRTLAND 


Dr. Rosert C. Miter, director, was invited by the Oregon Museum Foun- 
dation to address their annual meeting held on Tuesday, November 11, at Port- 
land. He discussed “Television as a Museum Activity.” 


Best IN THE WorLpD 


Tue stars caME owt brightly at exactly 9 p.m. one night last month, and 
Morrison Planetarium made its debut. 

Assembled for a premiére performance on November 6 were some 400 dis- 
tinguished guests: persons who had been major contributors to the Planetarium 
fund, educators, public officials, and citizens who had lent their support to the 
project, 

Speakers at a brief ceremony which preceded the first show were J. W. 
Mailliard, Jr., Board of Trustees chairman; Francis P. Farquhar, president of 
the Council; Dr. Robert Gordon Sproul, University of California; Dr. Lynn T. 
White, Mills College; Dr. Robert E. Burns, College of the Pacific; the Reverend 
Raymond T. Feely, S. J., University of San Francisco; and Dr. Robert C. Miller, 
Academy director. 

One of the most quotable remarks of the day came from Wagner Schlesinger, 
dean of Planetarium directors in this country. Schlesinger, who directs the 
Adler Planetarium in Chicago, said—and we quote: “The Academy projector 
in the Morrison Planetarium is undoubtedly the best in the world.” He went 
on to say—and we were still taking notes furiously—that the realism of the 
stars in the Planetarium sky was the most perfect he had ever seen. 

Next night, November 7, was members’ night. About 1,500 members and 
guests crowded the Planetarium, seeing first a show and then a documentary 
motion picture covering the highlights of the Planetarium project. 

Morrison Planetarium opened its doors to an eager public on Saturday, 
November 8. 

“Christmas and the Calendar” will be the title for December shows in the 
Planetarium. The relationship between Christmas and the calendar, the astro- 
nomical origin of the day, week, month, and year will be explained. 

Planetarium performances are held daily, with the exception of Monday 
and Tuesday, at 3:30, 7:30, and 9 p.m. On Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays 
an extra show is held at 2 p.m. 
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